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United Way and ImpactTulsa to Host Education Forum June 10 

A new way of working together to improve education, making Tulsa one of 

America’s most literate cities and obtaining the economic benefits, are among the topics 

to be explored at the first education forum hosted by the Tulsa Area United Way and 

ImpactTulsa.  

The one-day education forum, titled “Making a United Impact,” will be held on 

Wednesday, June 10, at UMAC, the Union Public Schools multipurpose activities center, 

6836 S. Mingo Rd.  

Hosting the convening are the Tulsa Area United Way’s Women’s Leadership 

Council and Emerging Leaders Society, as well as ImpactTulsa. Business leaders, 

classroom teachers, school administrators, social service providers and community 

volunteers will benefit from attending the forum.  

The cost is $35 per person, and attendance will be limited to the first 200 to 

register. Breakfast and lunch will be provided. The event will begin at 8:30 a.m. and 

conclude at approximately 4 p.m.  

“This is an opportunity for community leaders to come together to focus on 

improving our educational system,” said Mark Graham, president and CEO of the Tulsa 

Area United Way. “We want our community to engage in this important discussion, offer 

ideas and be part of the work moving forward.”  

Several national speakers will visit Tulsa for the forum, including Kathy 

Merchant, CEO of the Cincinnati Community Foundation, who will discuss making a 

collective impact in education.  

“We are taking an unprecedented approach by engaging the entire community 

with the goal of moving the needle in education,” said Kathy Taylor, CEO of 

ImpactTulsa. “No longer is the conversation simply about what the schools are doing, it 



really is about what we all are doing and about all of us joining together with our 

educators to be accountable when it comes to our children’s outcomes.”  

A lunch keynote session will feature Jeff Edmondson, managing director of Strive 

Together in Cincinnati, Ohio, who will discuss innovation and collective impact in 

education and the role we all play in helping students increase their educational 

achievement.  

According to ImpactTulsa, more than half of Tulsa area students read at less than 

a proficient level. National studies have shown that 75 percent of students not reading 

proficiently by the end of third grade never catch up. A morning panel will explore this 

issue and offer insights on how volunteers and schools can work together to improve 

literacy.  

The forum also will explore the economics of education, with a panel discussion 

that will feature John Tapogna, president of ECONorthwest, Gene Perry, policy director 

of the Oklahoma Policy Institute and others. The session will provide critical 

observations and data regarding the economic urgency surrounding education.   

“This convening is more than just a meeting, it is yet another step in Tulsa taking 

a truly unprecedented collective approach in boosting student achievement, supporting 

our schools and ensuring our local economy is strong and vibrant,” said Taylor.  

Other national and regional speakers will be announced in the coming days. 

Sponsorships are available by calling (918) 295-6681. For more information on the 

education forum, or to register, visit www.tauw.org or call (918) 295-6681.  
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